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1 Purpose of the Report 
Following consideration by the Constitution Working Group on 5 October 2010, the purpose 
of this report is to consider the proposals for changes to the Planning Committee 
Procedures Rules on Public Speaking in Sections 4.10.1.3 and 4.10.1.4 of the Constitution 
and replace them with the proposed Procedures Rules on Public Speaking  

2 Recommendations 
 

2.1  Standards Committee are asked to review the amended Planning Committee 
Procedures Rules on Public Speaking and recommend to Council that they be approved 
in place of the existing Rules as shown in tracked changes in the appendix  

   
      2.2   Council are asked to amend Part 4.10 of the Constitution  

3 Information/Background 
3.1 The relevant parts of the existing Constitution (4.10) are attached as an appendix. It is 

these that are proposed to be amended and replaced with the suggested changes to 
the Public Speaking procedures for Planning Committee. The changes are proposed to 
ensure the Planning Committee operates in a more timely and efficient manner which 
achieves best use of resources in terms of value for money, is legally compliant and is 
fair and transparent to all elected Members and the public.  

3.2 Constitution Working Group met on 5 October 2010 and suggested changes to the 
proposals so that the right balance was struck between timeliness and efficiency whilst 
also allowing interested parties sufficient time to have their views heard by the 
Committee. These changes are summarised below.  

4 Proposal and Other Option(s) to be Considered 
 

4.1 To amend the Planning Committee Procedures Rules on Public Speaking in Sections 
4.10.1.3 and 4 of the Constitution such that:  

4.1.1 Members addressing Planning Committee in whatever capacity will be limited to a 
maximum of 5 minutes, with a further maximum of 2 minutes to summarise after all public 
speakers have spoken. All other speakers addressing the Committee (including petition 



 

spokespersons, applicants or their nominee) will be limited to a maximum of 3 minutes 
and; 

4.1.2 No more than one nominated speaker (apart from a Member) can speak either in support 
of or against an application and;   

4.1.3  Speakers can only speak in respect of comments that have already been submitted in 
writing in respect of the application and; 

4.1.4 A registered speaker wishing to have supporting information displayed to the Planning 
Committee during the meeting will be required to submit this to Officers 24 hours before 
the start of planning committee, and the content of the information to be displayed will 
be with the agreement of the Development Manager or nominee, and; 

4.1.5 Speakers will only be allowed one opportunity to address the Committee, irrespective 
of whether the application is deferred to a later Planning Committee. However, if 
material changes arise following the deferment, or there are exceptional reasons 
submitted by the speakers to address the Committee again, the Chair of Planning 
Committee has discretionary power to allow registered speakers an opportunity to 
address the committee on the new issues and; 

4.1.6 No written or additional information shall be circulated to Members of the Planning 
Committee on the day of committee.. 

 
4.2 In the event of elected Members requesting that an application be reported to Planning 

Committee, that they give material planning reasons for this in writing. 
 

4.3 It is anticipated that will allow Planning Committee to operate in a more efficient 
manner whilst both Members and public representations can still be fully covered in a 
succinct and timely manner that avoids unnecessary duplication or repetition of 
comments. 

 

5 Other specific implications 
5.1  

 
Implications 
(See below) 

No 
Implications 

Best Value  √ 

Children and Young People  √ 

Climate Change & Sustainable Development  √ 

Comparable Benchmark Data  √ 

Corporate Parenting  √ 

Coventry Sustainable Community Strategy  √ 

Crime and Disorder  √ 

Equal Opportunities √  

Finance  √ 

Health and Safety  √ 

Human Resources  √ 

Human Rights Act  √ 

Impact on Partner Organisations  √ 
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Implications 
(See below)

No 
Implications  

Information and Communications Technology  √ 

Legal Implications √  

Neighbourhood Management  √ 

Property Implications  √ 

Race Equality Scheme  √ 

Risk Management √  

Trade Union Consultation  √ 

Voluntary Sector – The Coventry Compact  √ 
 

5.2 Equal Opportunities 
The proposed changes will affect people's opportunities for making representations on 
planning applications, but it is considered that the changes will be fair and transparent.  

5.3 Legal 
It is vital that the procedures are clear and that the Council adheres to regulations and 
procedures so that it would not give rise to legal challenges and complaints.    

   
5.4 Risk Management 

Appropriate measures are incorporated into the scheme of delegation to ensure that 
where a reasoned justification is given, Members may call matters to Committee which 
would otherwise be delegated to officers. 

6 Timescale and expected outcomes 
6.1  Once approved by Council, the amended Procedures can be implemented 

immediately  
 
 

 
 Yes No 

Key Decision √  
Scrutiny Consideration 
(if yes, which Scrutiny 

meeting and date) 

 √ 

Council Consideration 
(if yes, date of Council 

meeting) 

√ 
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